Who should read this page?

Investors, NGO’s, private companies interested in

Rai nwate r H a rvesti n g supporting small-scale agriculture.

Many areas that experience drought, also have excessive rainfall during the rainy season.

If the rain is saved, it can provide enough water to irrigate a farmer’s land throughout the dry season.

Capturing this water and storing it as surface water is called rainwater harvesting. By conserving the monsoon rain, farmers can increase the area they
irrigate, grow crops in the dry season, support livestock and even recharge groundwater. This means better food provision for their families and higher
incomes.

Stored rainwater also provides families with water for their household needs.

Ex-situ, or decentralized, rainwater harvesting refers to any structures built to capture rain. These could be ponds, tanks, or reservoirs and can be
owned individually or communally. They are all shapes and sizes, depending on the amount of rainfall and the size of land available, the suitability of the
location and above all, the needs of the farmer.

Some farmers manage to fund the building of their own pond, others need financial help.

There are other practices which help conserve the rain as it falls in the field. Building bunds or terraces increases the moisture retention of the soil and
keeps rainwater where it is needed, around the crops. This is known as in-situ rainwater harvesting.

Ex-situ rainwater
harvesting

In one area of Madhya Pradesh, the Col-
lector had a dream. It was a simple idea
but within a year it had proved to be
very effective. He suggested farmers
give over a tenth of their land to build a
pond which would capture the water in
the rainy season and save it for the dry
one.

Those who took up the plan benefitted
almost immediately. Now they can grow
crops in both seasons and are seeing
good returns for their investment.

Such schemes are arising all over India
but many farmers are reluctat to
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cannot afford the structure.
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support to overcome these hurdles.
Show farmers the benefits - of building their own tanks and give them the relevant information.
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In-situ rainwater
harvesting

Conservation agriculture (CA) is the term
used to cover a variety of farming tech-
niques which conserve rainwater in the
soil. This improves the soil structure and
moisture levels, which reduces the need
for fertilisers and irrigation. As a result,
yields and profits go up.

In situ rainwater harvesting is important
for staple crops and offers protection in
low-rainfall years.

But farmers are often put off because
these techniques can be labor intensive
and because they lack the necessary
capital and training.

CA in Tanzania




Success Story

Raghunath Singh Tomar of Harnavda village in Madhya Pradesh’s Dewas district had to
single-handedly construct a one-hectare (ha), two-metre deep pond to irrigate his farm.
His brother was not ready to help; he thought the irrigation model was a waste of time. In
a year the pond irrigated 15 bighas (approximately 6 ha).




